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Traditional Builders & Building supplies
Everything you need for your traditional building
Lime Putty Mortars & Plasters, Cob Blocks, Laths, Limewash
Natural & Ecological Paints, Breathable Emulsion, Varnish, Oil, Wax
Insulating Renders, NHLs
One day practical courses & free seminars
Mike Wye & Associates
Buckland Filleigh Sawmills
01409 281644 www.mikewye.co.uk

EGDAW COMPUTERS
Computer Repairs and Upgrades
Computers built to your requirements
New and used systems,
desktops and Laptops.
Tuition, Virus Removal, Software Problems
Hardware Problems, Networking
No Fix No fee
Is your computer behaving badly
and in need of a boost?
For an honest and friendly Service

Call Mark on
01566 774118 or 07888 775755
or email
mark@egdawcomputers.co.uk
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Buckland Filleigh Parish Council
Chairman’s Update
The parish council would like to thank Kelly Martin for all the hard work and effort she has put in to the parish
newsletter in her time as editor. Kelly has been involved with this important and informative publication since it
started and we all appreciate it very much.
We would also like to thank Adrian Thomas of The Boundary who has now taken up the reins as editor.
Adrian Pett

Parish Council
Adrian Pett (Chairman)

281650

Philip Collins, Clinton Ward Councillor

Alistair Nethacott (Vice-Chairman)

281614

Work: 01805 603 443

01837 811505

Home: 01805 603 656

Dickie Deane
David Balsdon

281444

Email: prc@barometerworld.co.uk

Tom Bond

281754

Mowhay, Merton, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 3DS

Gary Fisher (Parish Clerk)

231582

Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com

Village Hall News
100 Club
Congratulations to the winners
1st £25 Phil Kirk no 34
2nd £15 Sue Cooper no 32
3rd £10 Sally Martin no 15
Dog Show
Many thanks to everyone who came along to the annual Bank Holiday Dog Show. The weather didn't put folks
off coming along and everyone enjoyed the BBQ, tea and cakes. Thank you to all those who donated raffle
prizes. Total raised was £375.47.
Big Al and The Wild Strawberries provided great entertainment on Friday 5 September. The hall was filled
with locals dancing the night away! The fish and chip supper was excellent and enjoyed by all. We raised a
grand total of £980.17 for hall funds. A big thank you to all those who helped in any way. We could not put on
an event like this without your support.
The AGM is approaching. If anyone would be interested in joining the committee which meets every two
months, please fill out the form (see last page) and send to Vron Martin.

Hiring the Village Hall
Great place to hold your parties, family gatherings and meetings. Please call Vron 281535
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THE GREEN DRAGON INN
LANGTREE, TORRINGTON

ADRIAN PETT
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
NEW BUILD, RENOVATIONS, STONE
WALLING, DECORATING, PAVING,
1 Metre WIDE MINI DIGGER with
Concrete Breaker attachment
AVAILABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

01805 601342

RESTAURANT
SUNDAY ROASTS
BEER GARDEN
LOG FIRES
CHILDREN WELCOME
SKITTLE ALLEY

01409 281650
07790 312877
THE OLD GLEBE, BUCKLAND FILLEIGH

We can offer a variety of menus to suit your occasion

BUCKLAND ACCOUNTS SERVICES

GRASCOTT FIREWOOD

Farm and Rural Business Accounts

Quality Seasoned
Firewood
£85:
£160:
£230:

Single Load
Double Load
Triple Load

Delivery charges may apply

Accounts / VAT

Day to day accounts, VAT,
Cashflows / Budgets
Advice and Training

Payroll
Tim Cartwright MAAT FIAgSA
Haddiport Farm
Buckland Filleigh

07971 118964
bucklandaccounts@gmail.com

Tel: 01409 281393
E-mail: grascottfarm@btinternet.com

Haddiport House
Bed & Breakfast
Haddiport House is a recently renovated former farmhouse set in the gently rolling hills of North Devon.
Originally a collection of farm workers cottages, this 18th century house offers the idyllic centre from
which to explore the beautiful countryside, coast and villages of this un-spoilt area of Britain.
All rooms are en suite and generously sized, produce is sourced from local suppliers wherever possible
and every effort will be made to supply guests' individual needs.
Please contact us for more information and details of current tariffs or see our website, contact details
below.
Well behaved dogs are welcome to stay too
Haddiport House
Buckland Filleigh
Beaworthy
Devon
EX21 5RW
01409 281554 Tim and Julie Cartwright
www.haddiport.co.uk
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Diary Dates
October 2014
Sun 5 Oct
4.00pm
Sun 12 Oct 11.00am
Sun 19 Oct 9.30am
Sun 26 Oct 4.00pm
November 2014
Sun 2 Nov 9.30am
Sun 9 Nov 10.50am
Thu 13 Nov 7.00 pm
Sun 16 Nov 9.30am
Sun 23 Nov 4.00pm
Sun 30 Nov 6.30pm
December 2014
Sun 7 Dec
9.30am

Harvest Celebration. Preacher: Bishop of Crediton
Morning Worship (at Shebbear)
Holy Communion
Evening Prayer
Family Service
Remembrance Worship (at Shebbear)
AGM Buckland Filleigh Village Hall
Holy Communion
Evening Prayer
Advent Service (at Petrockstowe)
Family Service: Christingles

Library Van
The library van calls at both West Heanton and the Village Hall every 4 weeks on a Thursday.
West Heanton:

11.35 – 12 noon

Village Hall:

12.10 – 12.30 pm

Next visit:

9 October

Weather
We seem to think that July and August have been drier than in previous years with 4.53 inches of rain and 40
days with no rain at all, but last year we only had 2.63 inches with 41 dry days. However 2012 was a bit wetter
with 15.48 inches and just 14 dry days. What a change!
It has been good for us as we have got another cut of silage which is just as well as we may have too much
stock to carry over the winter (TB restrictions). We seem to change the way we look after the calves and are
constructing a new idea in sections, trying to keep ahead of the calves popping out!
Just had a holiday in Norfolk and the weather was better than here!
Michael Ashton, Awsland Farm, Peters Marland, Torrington, EX38 8QW 01409 281246
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Little Bears Pre-School
After a lovely summer holiday we are now back into
full swing with our new term. Our main topic and focus
will be about Harvest, Autumn and Music. We are
encouraging listening to sounds, making beats and
singing familiar songs and rhymes.
A very big THANK YOU to all the parents and families
who support Little Bears Pre-School with all the fund
raising activities. Some of you will have noticed the
new Pre-School sign on the front of the building. This
wouldn't have happened without your support and the
help of the committee.
Thank you again to anyone who donated unwanted
clothing etc for Bags 2 School.
Bags 2 School is a company that specialises in good
quality second-hand items that can be re-used and
pays the Pre-School 50p for every kilo collected. A lot of money is raised through your donations, so please
keep clearing out your wardrobes.
The Pre-School is hosting a table top sale on Saturday 11 October in the Shebbear Village Hall from 2pm till
4pm. Lots of stalls old and new. £1 entrance fee. Pop down and see what's for sale. Refreshments available,
including cream teas.
Keep your eyes peeled for future fund raising events, such as the Winter Wellie Walk!
The Pre-School welcomes children from the age of 2 until school age. Children aged 3 and over can receive
funding from Devon County Council for up to 15 hours a week. Families who are on a low income and have a
2 year old may also receive up to 15 hours funding through 2gether funding and should contact Devon County
Council on 0345 155 1013 or the Pre-School for more information.
New faces are welcome at the Toddler Play and Stay session, which runs between 9.30am and 11.30am
every Wednesday (term time only) and costs £1.50 per family per session. Each session is fun, friendly and
aimed at children aged 0 to 3. Come along and join in the fun.
For more information about the Pre-School or Toddler Play and Stay Sessions, please call our NEW
number 01409 282856 or email littlebearspreschool@btconnect.com
Our new website is now up and running. Huge thanks to Sally Salter, Hype Digital Media for creating our new
site. Please log on and have a look www.littlebearspreschool.co.uk
Lucy Luxton

6

October / November
2014

BUCKLAND FILLEIGH NEWSLETTER

Notes from the Editor
I wish to publically recognise and thank Kelly Martin for all her editorial work over the last six years. The value
of a newsletter to a small community is easily under estimated, as is the effort required to produce it. For Kelly
to have taken on this responsibility at a relatively young age and for so long is a credit to her. Well done, Kelly.
I guess her Mum may have coerced her in to taking on the role, but who has not felt the gentle nudging that is
Vron’s gift to Buckland Filleigh’s community spirit? How do you think I got the job?
I wish to thank Mike of Mike Wye Associates for the printing of the newsletter. This generosity is very much
appreciated. Also thank you to all the advertisers without whom we could not keep the newsletter running.
Finally a request. We have regular contributions from a number of stalwarts so why not join them and send in
your news or share your views on local topics?
On this topic, I have already received a letter from a newbie in the parish:
Dear Editor,
I am new to the country and am requesting advice from the people in the know.
I cut a lovely ripe field of hay back in July and, just like on the telly, I was expecting a horde of itinerant workers
to turn up and help gather it. My question is, why did no one show up? Am I offering the wrong brand of cider?
Yours in desperation, (Name withheld)
Send your suggestions to me. A prize may be awarded for the best advice that can be published.
Ed
Contact: adrianthomas59@gmail.com

The website for Shebbear and Buckland Filleigh can be found at
www.shebbearvillage.co.uk
Anything that you would like to say or contribute please get in touch.
Email- tyrella@btinternet.com
Tel- 01409 281968

West Heanton Residential Home
Buckland Filleigh

Book this advertising space for
£10 per year

24 hour care for the elderly
En suite rooms
Friendly caring staff
Short term care also provided
Sheltered Housing now available

Your advertisement will be published in six
consecutive editions of the
Buckland Filleigh newsletter
Contact the Editor

Tom Bond Tel: 01409 281754
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Anthony Richardson

Anglo Plumbing & Heating
Specialists in commercial &
Domestic plumbing
Heating & catering equipment

REGISTERED FARRIER
Shebbear

George Preston Proprietor
Moor View Cottage,
Derworthy Lane
Milton Damerel EX22 7LU

01409 261442

07958901777
george.aph@gmail.com

Tel: 07887 693619

YOGA CLASSES
Shebbear Village Hall
Thursday Mornings

Exercise the Yoga way, includes relaxation
and breathing techniques.
Improve your flexibility and whole well being
and learn how to relax your mind and body
12 week course Fee £60.00
Can pay 2 x £30.00
Thursday 11 September –
4 December 2014
Classes held at other venues,
Launcells, Black Torrington,
Chilsworthy, etc
Contact Di on: 01409 281637
Mobile: 07790 988420
Email:chrisanddisluggett@tiscali.co.uk
For more details

Enjoy the benefits of Yoga in your every
day life
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From The Team Rector
Dear Friends,
Admittedly we are a long way from Scotland, but still the independence vote stirred the mind. With Scottish
blood in our family, it felt like a tearing apart; but equally there was a sense of excitement at a new future. As it
turns out, the vote has been ‘No’ – fortunately by a significant margin. We are to stay together.
What was especially impressive was the huge turn-out. Getting on for 90% of the electorate voting. It really
engaged the people. It was something that mattered. Oh, that we could learn from that. Wouldn’t it be
wonderful if there was that level of voting at next year’s general election. The extraordinary thing is that the
closer to home the vote gets, the less people bother. Getting people to turn out for a parish election is nigh on
impossible. The Scottish vote encourages us all to get involved. It matters.
And now Scotland has decided to stay with the UK. Being together is always about living with others who are
different. Even in our own homes that is true. Husband and wife are never identical; children grow up to see
things differently from their parents. It would be so much easier if everyone saw things the same way!
But they don’t. Jesus welded a bunch of disciples together from people who were very different: tax collectors,
men running small businesses, nationalist leaders, etc. And there were women also. One of the joys of
Christian living is when we find a unity, not in everyone being like me, but in our common humanity with all its
differences. With God’s help, we can all do that – in our families, in our villages, as well as with the nations of
the UK.
God bless the United Kingdom, and God bless our communities.
Yours,
Revd Martin Warren, 01409 281424

From the Registers
Baptism: Welcome to the church family
7 Sep

Jacob Pearce

Celebration of marriage: Congratulations
9 Aug

Chris Fry and Lisa Higginson

rd

Harry Freeland and Johanna Wise

st

Ian Hawker and Hayley Barber

23 Aug
31 Aug

Funerals: Our prayers for the bereaved
26 June

Joan Swingler (Crematorium)

10 July

Doris Tucker (burial)

Services at St Mary’s
5 Oct
12 Oct
19 Oct
26 Oct
2 Nov
9 Nov
16 Nov
23 Nov
30 Nov
7 Dec

4.00pm
11.00am
9.30am
4.00pm
9.30am
10.50am
9.30am
4.00pm
6.30pm
9.30am

Harvest Celebration. Preacher: Bishop of Crediton
Morning Worship (at Shebbear)
Holy Communion
Evening Prayer
Family Service
Remembrance Worship (at Shebbear)
Holy Communion
Evening Prayer
Advent Service (at Petrockstowe)
Family Service: Christingles
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St Mary's Church
Our Harvest Festival is on Sunday 5 October at 4pm. where our Speaker will be the Bishop of Crediton.
There will be a Harvest Supper to follow in the Village Hall, and all are welcome. Supper will consist of
Sausage and Mash with vegetables and a selection of Autumn puddings. There will be a vegetarian alternative
available also. Tea and squash will be provided but if you wish to bring your own drink please do so.
There will be no charge for this but donations will be invited to defray costs.
A rough idea of numbers would be helpful with catering. Please phone Sheila (282822) or Pat (281148).
Thank you.
Sheila Deane

WWI Remembered
Thank you to all who helped with the commemoration of WWI at the beginning of August. It was a great event
and came together amazingly well.
It was quite extraordinary what people had still tucked away from all those years ago. Personal stories came to
the fore from a century back. Connections were made, associations recalled, local memories renewed.
And too the horrors of war in general were acknowledged, and of that war in particular. The concert on
Saturday evening was particularly moving with poems of the time being read along with songs of the time from
the Newton St. Petrock Male Voice Choir.
Thank you to all who helped this to happen. It was a tribute to those whose lives were taken from them a
century ago.
Martin Warren

WWI Commemorative Bench
2014 marks the centenary of the outbreak of the First World War "The Great War".
As many of you know Buckland Filleigh played its part, as most parishes did. The War Memorial in the church
yard has the names of six parishioners who did not return from the conflict, which lasted four years and
claimed the lives of over 880,000 peope from the Commonwealth alone.
The war touched the lives of every household in the country in many different ways. With so many men being
away at the front, women had to step in and keep the country running, working in the roles traditionally taken
by men. This ranged from working on the fields, keeping the country and the troops fed, and working in the
factories making weapons and ammunition on a scale never seen before.
The Great War changed the country for ever. Trauma treatment advanced more than at any other time since
the Romans. Industry and mass production reached new unprecedented levels. Women at last got the vote,
something the Suffragette movement had been fighting for before the war. These are just a few examples of
changes that happened then and we take for granted today.
To mark this centenary the Parish has placed a park bench in Buckland Filliegh’s church yard, overlooking
Buckland Lake. A truly peaceful view to remember one of this country’s most difficult periods that must never
be forgotten.
David Balsdon
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Shine Walk
On Saturday 27 September, Tracy Balsdon
and Andrea Edge are walking 26.2 miles
through the night in London, to raise money
for Cancer Research.
The Shine Walk raises money for a total of
12 Cancer Charities. Tracy is raising funds
for Breast Cancer and Andrea is raising
funds for Prostate Cancer. The map shows
the route they will be taking and they are
hoping to power walk it in around 7 hours.
They have been training hard for this event,
power walking long distances, so hopefully
won't be too stiff after the walk!
They will be organising a Big Breakfast with
the Village Hall in aid of the hall and the
cancer charities in the autumn, so please
watch out for this and support all these well
deserved causes. The provisional date is 22
November but this is to be confirmed.
Thank you
Tracy Balsdon

Two August Weddings in Buckland Filleigh
On 19 August 1933 my parents were married in Buckland Filleigh Church.
My mother was the daughter and granddaughter of John and Matthew Arscott who had been the blacksmiths
at Filleigh Moor Gate. It would have been a relatively quiet affair attended by a few family members and
friends. There would then have been a meal at the bride's home at Filleigh Moor Gate following the ceremony.
On 16 August this year Dave and I sat quietly in the Churchyard having a picnic lunch. I looked around at the
40+ gravestones bearing the names Arscott, Vanstone and Balkwill and others - all were forebears of mine.
In contemplative mood I walked the short distance to Buckland House. My husband's nephew was to be
married in Buckland House that afternoon. John, the groom, had not known of my connections with the Parish
when he arranged the venue. He and Daisy and most of their friends came from the London area. Buckland
House proved an ideal location, the weather was benign and there was ample room for all the guests. We
watched the ceremony from the first floor leaning over the balustrade. We then had scones and cream while
the children and many adults were able to play games. One hundred and fifty people later sat down to a
scrumptious meal. If the caterers are included, the Parish population may perhaps have doubled that
Saturday!
It was good to see the House so well used, various relatives of the bride and groom spending several days
there, and a strange experience for myself being involved so closely with both the past and the future. I found
this quote recently “Life can only be lived forwards but understood backwards”.
Jane Taylor
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Renowned Authors Visit Shebbear College
Two renowned children’s authors visited Shebbear College this week
and gave inspiring and thought-provoking presentations to Year 8
pupils as part of the 2014 Appledore Book Festival. Christopher
Edge wrote the popular children’s books ‘Twelve Minutes to
Midnight’, ‘Shadows of the Silver Screen’ and ‘The Black Crow
Conspiracy’, and Lucy Jones wrote ‘The Nightmare Factory’ and
‘Rise of the Shadowmares’. Both authors explained the many and
varied ways they get their inspiration for their often creepy fantasy
stories.
Christopher discussed classic authors of Victorian times such as Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle, Bram Stoker and H. G. Wells and the famous
characters they created. In a fun twist, using photographs of the
great authors, he emphasised the importance of having a big
moustache in order to become a popular writer in Victorian times.
Lucy read sections from her published books and her new book,
which she is still working on. She explained where she gets her
inspiration for her stories and also got the pupils involved in
character development which caused a great deal of excitement and
produced some very creative ideas.
Both authors signed copies of their books for excited pupils at the end of each presentation. Shebbear College
would like to thank Christopher Edge, Lucy Jones and the Appledore Book Festival for visiting the school.
Photos: Authors Christopher Edge and Lucy Jones signed copies of their books for excited Year 8 pupils.

Enrichment Conference for 5th and 6th Form Pupils
Wow! Last Friday Shebbear College was very fortunate to host an
enrichment conference for our 5th and 6th Form pupils by Dr Peter
Vardy, former Vice-Principal of Heythrop College and former
Shebbear College Governor. Dr Vardy is internationally renowned as
a leader in the fields of Religious Studies, Philosophy and Ethics and
Values Education. A prolific author and brilliant lecturer, Peter also
has long experience of working with Gifted and Talented young
people.
In the morning the 6th Form enjoyed two sessions with Dr Vardy;
‘What is Truth’ and ‘Sex Matters!’ followed by a debate about the nature of ethics. These were followed by two
afternoon sessions for the 5th Form students; ‘Education Matters!’ and ‘Truth in Maths and Science’. These
were all challenging and thought-provoking sessions for all students and staff involved. The sessions ranged
from how we are trained to shop to Socrates and the importance of free thought, from the diplomatic tensions
between China and Japan over the Senkaku (if you are Japanese) or Diaoyu (if you are Chinese) Islands to
the mathematics behind ‘breeding like rabbits’, from Auschwitz to the inner quantum reality of the human hand.
There were name checks for Plato, Hawking, Darwin, Feuerbach and so many more. Dr Vardy used filmclips
to help the students explore many of the challenges and opportunities involved in being human. His key point?
Education is about so much more than simply exam results.
Having been worried that the 5th Form would struggle and be bored, I was delighted to see dozens of students
surrounding Peter Vardy at the break, bombarding him with eager questions and queries. Truly rewarding.
Well done to all those 5th and 6th Form students who grasped the opportunity they were given.
Photo caption: Shebbear College 5th and 6th Form students were captivated by thought-provoking lectures
given by Dr Peter Vardy
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Need A New Challenge?
Torridge Scout District wishes to recruit a new District
Commissioner. This is a very rewarding role and no
Scouting experience is required. Plus you may get to
meet Bear Grylls.
Fran Ashton writes:
“Between Peter, Jon, Chris and myself we run the 1st
Torrington Scout Group and I also help with the
Beaver and Cub sections.
If anyone has boys or girls between the ages of 6 and
14 who are interested in knowing more about
Scouting please contact us 01409 281246
ashton@awslandfarm.freeserve.co.uk

New Community Champion
Dear all,
I am the new community
champion for the Devon and
Somerset Fire and Rescue
Service, and my role is to promote
Fire Safety in our local community.
I am grateful for this opportunity to
introduce our free home fire safety
check service in this edition of the
Buckland Filleigh newsletter.
To raise awareness of home fire
safety and to promote our free
home fire safety check, we are
offering community groups a free
talk and presentation.
Kind regards, Steve Reah
01237 423859
www.dsfire.gov.uk Central Command West Group, Old Town, Bideford, EX39 3BH
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Small Ads
Ultra-fit Rowing Machine,£30. Contact: Vron Martin 01409 281535
11 Night storage heaters. Various sizes. £40 each, open to offers on all. Contact: Hembury Gate Farm,
01409 281965, or 07980 926181
TO RENT: 2 Horse stables with feed/ tack room plus field. Water and Electric provided. Contact: Hembury
Gate Farm, 01409 281965, or 07980 926181
Small pool table. Free to a good home. Contact Dickie Dean, 01837 811505
39th Christmas pottery sale. Sat 29 November – Sun 7 December. Contact: svend.bayer@btinternet.com
Special request:
Almost all copies of the book "Buckland Filleigh: A Continuous Thread" have now been sold. It is not feasible
to have it reprinted, so if anyone has a copy he/she no longer wants could he/she please pass it on to Vron
Martin at Lower West Heanton. Thank you, Jane Taylor

KEEP IT LOCAL
Anyone with any Announcements, For Sales or Wants please let me know.
Deadline for the next Buckland Filleigh Newsletter:

20 November
Editor: Adrian Thomas. adrianthomas59@gmail.com
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Annual General Meeting
BUCKLAND FILLEIGH VILLAGE HALL
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This will be held on Thursday 13 November 2014
At 7pm
In the Village Hall
The agenda will contain reports from officers and election of officers and committee members.
Items for AOB must be in writing to Vron Martin 3 days before the AGM.
Nominations for officers and committee members in writing to Vron Martin 3 days before the AGM.
Nomination forms are available from Vron Martin, or print and complete this page (see below).
The AGM will be followed by a committee meeting.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOMINATION FORM
The Village Hall needs committee members who can attend regularly, take on responsibilities
and give positive support to activities, events and fundraising.
I wish to remain on the Committee of the Village Hall and continue in the position of
………………………………………………….
I would be interested in joining The Village Hall Committee
…………………………………………………..

Name

……………………………………………………………………..

Phone number

…………………………………………………….........................

Please return to Vron Martin. Thank you.
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